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29 June 2011
Announcing the business and community leaders
sleeping rough on July 7 to tackle homelessness

After launching the 2011 Big Sleepout campaign in mid-May, Lifewise is now delighted to announce that 75
business and community leaders have signed up to swap their creature comforts for cold concrete and
‘sleep rough’ for one night, raising much needed funds to enable Lifewise to tackle homelessness in
Auckland.

John McCarthy, general manager of Lifewise, says of the group “as an organisation we are inspired by all
those who have taken up this challenge. They are an amazing group of individuals committed to improving
the social well-being of this city and in particular how this city responds to the needs of those who are
homeless.”

The group includes two former Mayors, four members of Parliament, one Auckland councillor, one New
Zealand Entrepreneur of the Year, four Sir Peter Blake Trust Emerging Leaders plus an incredible array of
leaders from the community and business sectors.

AUT University will host the event in Hikuwai Plaza on its city campus, with Vice-Chancellor Derek
McCormack and a number of senior staff also taking up the challenge to sleep rough. AUT has a close
relationship with Lifewise, helping to create a long-term strategy to get rough sleepers off the streets in the
CBD.

McCarthy describes the inaugural 2010 event as a tremendous success. “Not only did it put homelessness
in the spotlight, those taking part told us the experience and the opportunity to interact with those who
live and work with the issue of homelessness increased their understanding of an often ignored issue.
There’s no doubt it made an impact on those ‘rough sleepers’.

“This year, we’re doing it again but with a difference. We are ramping up the intensity and making it even
more realistic; we're asking people to sleep out in mid-winter and in the open-air. With the temperatures
dropping in Auckland now, it’s going to be tough.”

Lifewise asks people to get behind all those taking part and donate to their efforts through the event
website - www.bigsleepout.org.nz.
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For interviews with participants and general media enquiries please contact Lesley Mynett-Johnson on
0275 405 755 or LesleyM@lifewise.org.nz



Background - The 2011 LIFEWISE Big Sleepout

When: Thursday July 7 to Friday July 8 (6.30pm to 7.30am)

Where: Hikuwai Plazaon AUT University’s city campus (an open-air plaza with some shelter)

What happens: Auckland business and community leaders raise sponsorship to spend one night ‘sleeping
rough’ and experience what it’s like to be homeless. The money raised will provide services for the
homeless in Auckland.

Website: www.bigsleepout.org.nz

Twitter: @bigsleepout and our official tag is #lifewiseBSO

The 2010 LIFEWISE Big Sleepout recently gained two awards from the Fundraising Institute of New Zealand
— Online Campaign and Premier Fundraising award.

Background — LIFEWISE

LIFEWISE is an Auckland-based not-for-profit community agency that is initiating new ways to solve
challenging social issues and provides services to vulnerable and at-risk people of all ages. Core work
includes supporting children and families, older people and those living with disabilities as well as homeless
and marginalised people (through The LIFEWISE Hub).

Website: www.lifewise.org.nz
Twitter: @lifewiseNZ and our official tag is #lifewise
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